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AGRICULTURE ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

The census of 1900 recognized the progress of the
American Indian in agriculture by making reservations
units of tabulation, as distinet from counties. Ex-
cept in the cases of a few tribes who have tilled the
soil since the first approach of the white man, this
progress has largely taken place within the last thirty
years through the instrymentality of the Government,
and even among the agricultural tribes, governmental
supervision has greatly improved their economic
condition.

In undertaking to educate the Indian and make him
a self-supporting citizen, the Government has met with
many obstacles which make the task a tedious one.
One of the principal drawbacks to self-support through
agricultural operations is the poor and unfavorably
located land of many of the reservations. Some res-
orvations were selected by the tribes as being a part
of their old hunting ground; others were selected
because no white man would desire the land, no thought
then being givento the advantages and natural resources
for agriculture. However, through the generous ap-
propriations of Congress, the land has been greatly
improved, and many of the drid tracts of the reserves
have heen reclaimed for cultivation by the construc-
tion of irrigation systems.

The natural tendency of the Indian is to lead a no-
madic life, to fish, hunt, and gather roots and wild ber-
ries; the change to a pastoral and agricultural life, there-
fore, heing o foreign to his nature, necessarily requires
a degree of education and experience which can not be
acquired in a single generation. Those who know the

Indian best unite in recognizing his capacity for work

and education. He has strength and endurance, and is
reasonably industrious, but if he can not see an imme-
diate return for his labor, is easily discouraged. Once
convinced, however, that his efforts in tilling the soil
will repay him, he is usually willing to work.

Indians, as a rule, live from hand to mouth and
accumulate but little. The most difficult agricultural
lessons for them to learn are to cultivate their crops,
to feed and care for their stock properly, and to save
enough seed for the next season’s planting. They
depend too much upon the Government to furnish
the seed, and upon nature to do the work after the
seed iz once put into the ground. The agricultural
machinery furnished by the Government is usually left
to the elements, but that purchased with their own
money is properly protected.

\

Notwithstanding the numerous difficulties, there has
been steady progress toward civilization in the past
decade on most reservations. A number of tribes are
now peaceable, self-supporting agriculturists, wearing
citizens’ clothing, and able to speak the English lan-
guage with sufficient facilify to carry on ordinary con-
versation. It is necessary, however, to issue rations to
the aged and feeble, even on reservations where the
Indians ave self-supporting, for it is a significant fact
that among all tribes, no matter how prosperous they
may be, the aged are often neglected even by members of
their own families.

Two prominent factors in the advancement of the
Indian are the Indian agent and the Government
schools, The position of the Indian agent is one of
great responsibility and opportunity, and, if the con-
fidence of the Indians be once gained, his influence over
them is very great. Under a wise, judicious, and en-
ergetic administration, progress may be vapid; hut, on
the other hand, a tribe will quickly retrograde if in-
trusted to the care of an indifferent agent.

The Government schools give the Indian youth an
elementary education, teach them the dignity of labor,
the necessity for exertion, and the advantages of taking
up allotments and striving to become independent.
The school farm, on which they are required to work a
portion of the time, furnishes an opportunity for the
boys to become familiar with the varieties of farm Jabor.
In the industrial department they are taught to shoe
borses, mend harness, and repair wagons and general
farm machinery. The girls are trained in all domestic
arts, including gardening and dairying.

This report aims to give a brief review of the re-
sources of Indian reservations, and the present econorhic
condition of the Indians thereon, and to record especially
their progress in agriculture at the time the Twelfth
Census was taken. The information concerning the
area of the reservations and the conditions and prog-
ress of the Indian has been largely taken from the
reports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, while the
classification of tribes is that of the Bureau of American
Ethnology. The agricultural statistics include the agri-
cultural products of white men married into the tribe,
(3overnment employees, and lessees, in addition to those
of the Indians, but, with the exception of a few reserva-
tions noted in the report, the totals are largely the result
of Indian labor. The population statistics include all
classes on the reserves, June 1,1900. All reservations
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reporting agriculture to the census are here mentioned.
The discussion of these is supplemented by a brief
treatment of the civilized, self-supporting Indians of
New York and Indian Territory, as well as those of a
number of other states which reported farms operated by
Indians,

NORTH ATLANTIC DIVISION.

This division reported 366 farms operated by Indians.
Of these, Maine had 5; Massachusetts, 22; Connecticut,
2; New York, 331; and Pennsylvania, 6.

Of those in Maine, 4 were in Penobscot county, and
1 was in Kennebec. These Indians are of Algonquian
stock, and were doubtless descendants of the Penobscot

" tribe, a number of whose members are still living
in the county of that name. They have not mixed
with other people, to any great degree, and have
. retained many of the old customs, agriculture being
generally neglected. ‘

Of Indian farms in Massachusetts, 14 were in Dukes
county, and 8 in Barnstable. The Indians operating
them were descendants of the original stock of that
region, those in Barnstable county being sometimes
known as Mashpee Indians. ,

The two Indian farmers in Connecticut were in New
London county. They are probably of the Mohican
tribe; the few who are still found in this section consist
mainly of fishermen and laborers, and give but little
attention to agriculture.

In New York the 331 Indians operating farms weve
found in 8 counties. Erie county reported 182; Gene-
see, 77; Niagara, 45; Cattaraugus, 38; Onondaga, 81;
Chautauqua, 5; Nassau, 2, and Oneida, 1. All of these
ave remnants of the old Six Nations, once powerful in
that state.

The Iroquois, as they were collectively called, formed
a strong confederacy. Because of this alliance, and
because of their advancement in the arts of war and
agriculture, they were able to reach a degree of promi-
nence and influence never attained by the weaker tribes.
Tradition says that the parent stock of the Iroquois
came from the country north of the St. Lawrence River,
and that they were in subjection there to the Adirondack
Indians, whom they attempted to expel. Failing in
this, they crossed over to the country south of the river
and Lake Ontario, finally settled in the Mohawlk Valley,
and later emigrated to the westward, From time to
time, bands withdrew to new locations, and thus were
formed, probably intheir order from east to west, the
five tribes which came to be known as the Mohawk,
Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca. Compara-
tively late in the history of the league, the Tuscaroras
were admitted as the sixth nation in this compact. This
tribe claims descent from the orviginal family of the
Iroquois and was probably descended from a band which
“withdrew to the West before the body of the tribe had
settled on the Mohawk River.

STATISTICS OF AGRICULTURE.

About the middle of the seventeenth century, an

effort was made to bring the Iroquois into the church.

Some of them were thus drawn away from the old
tribes, and settled in the country lying to the north.
These came to he known as the St. Regis Indians. On
the determination of the boundary between the United
States and Canada, most of them were left on the

Canadian side. :

The Iroquois stand out prominently in the history of
the American Indians. Their industry and skill in
agriculture were already marked when the whites first
came in contact with them. Farming continues to
be the principal occupation, though many of them are
engaged in making baskets and bead work. .Asa clags,
they have made rematrkable progress in the arts of
civilization. It isprobable that their progress has been
retarded by the custom, increasing among them of
late years, of lensing their lands instead of farming
for themselves,

- Pennsylvania reported 6 Indians operating farms, 4
of whom were in Warren county. They are doubtless
descendants of “*Cornplanter,” a Seneca, who once estab-
lished a branch of the tribe in that state.

SOUTH ATLANTIC DIVISION.

" This division reported 935 farins operated by Indiang.
Of these, Virginia had 89; North Carolina, 863; South
Carolina, 20; Georgia, 3; and Florida, 5.

The Indian farmers of Virginia were reported from
7 counties, of which King William reported 21 and
Norfolk 12. The Indiang operating farms in King
William county are the remnants of the Pamunkey and
Mattaponi tribes, and are of Algonquian stock. They
were once the most powerful, and are practically the
only survivors, of the old Powhatan confederacy.
Those reported from Norfolk county are probably of
allied origin.

North Carolina reported 868 farms operated by
Indians who were mostly descendants of the Eastern
Cherokee. The farms were in 14 counties, of which
Robeson had 522; Swain, 156; Jackson, 90; Columbus,
41; Graham, 26; Scotland, 18; and S others from 1 to
5 each.

South Carolina contains the only reservation in
the South Atlantic division. The greater number of
the Indian farms of this state were reported from the
Catawba reservation, a small state reservation consist-
ing of 650 acres, situated in York county, in the extreme
north central part of the state. The Catawba Indians,
of Siouan stock, number 66, and operate 14 of the 20
Indian farms in the state. Some of them cultivate
small patches of ground, and others cut and sell wood,
or make pottery. All spend considerable time in hunt-
ing and fishing. They live in poor houses and eke out,
a mere existence, the state making a small appropria-
tion to assist in their support.
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Corn and“cotton were the crops of the Indian farm-
ers, whose cultivated areas ranged from 5 to 30 acres.
Their live stock consisted of a small number of horses,
mules, and cattle, although most of them possessed
dairy cows, and reported a’ small amount of milk and
butter, while a few owned swine and chickens,

The three Indian farmers reported in Georgia were
probably of Cherokee origin, and the five in Florida
were doubtless descendants of the Seminole tribe.

NORTH CENTRAL DIVISION.

Of th@ states of this division, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Kansas contain
Indian reservations.

The Indian reservations in Wisconsin are the La
Pointe, Menominee, Onecida, and Stockbridge. The
Oneida, on the reserve of that name, were formerly
8 New York tribe, and have been an agricultural
people for many years. They are self-supporting, the
industrious among them being quite well-to-do. The
Stockbridge, originally a portion of the Housatonic
tribe of Massachusetts, are consolidated with the Mun-
see, also New England Indians. They are self-support-
ing, but take little interest in agriculture, although a
few have good farms. By selling the timber on their
reservation they secure a large part of the income nec-
essary for their subsistence. TheMenominee and Chip-
pewa, on the Menominee and La Pointe reservations,
respectively, derive most of their support from the sale
of timber, although a few carry on agriculture on a
small scale.
Government rations for 20.0 per cent of their sub-
sistence. ‘ ‘

La Pointe, or Bad River, reservation is situated in
Ashland county, in the extreme northern part of Wis-
consin, and comprises an area of 194 square miles.
The land is well adapted to agriculture, and the soil
is very rich and produces abundantly when properly
cultivated. There is also considerable timber on the
reserve,

The Indians at Bad River are a portion of the Lake
Superior band of Chippewa (Algonquian), with a popu-
lation of 627. These Indians do not take much interest
in agriculture, and it is extremely difficult to induce
them to build permancnt homes and go to work. They
all have a splendid opportunity to till the scil, but as
long as they can derive an income from selling their
pine timber they will do very little farming. ~Annuity
payments, derived from the sale of timber, furnish
50.0 per cent of their subsistence. '

The Indian farmers at Bad River raised a crop of hay
in 1899, consisting of clover and other tame grasses.
All raised vegetables of some kind. The stock con-
gisted principally of farm horses.

Menominee and Stockbridge reservations, embracing
an aren of 362 and 18.2 square miles, respectively, are
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The Menominee are still dependent upon -

located in the northeastern part of Wisconsin, the for-
mer in Shawano and Oconto counties, the latter in
Shawano county, adjoining the Menominee reservation
on the southwest. Menominee is largely timbered
with hemlock, pine, elm, maple, and other valuable
woods. The arable land is fertile and yields large
returns when properly cultivated. The lakes and
gtreams on this reserve abound in fish. Stockbridge
also contains much farming land in addition to timber
land.

The Menominee (Algonquian) are an aboriginal Wis.
consin tribe aid have a present population of 1,487
Their principaloccupations are lumbering and farming.
Government rations still constitute 20.0 per cent of their
subsistence. .

The Stockbridge and Munsee tribes, of Algonguian
stock, inhabit the rveserve of the first named. These
tribes originally lived in New England, hut later moved
to western New York, and thence to Wisconsin, where
they are now consolidated and number in all 876
Those who attempted to cultivate the soil had excellent
crops as a result of their labor, but most of them made
little effort in this direction.

The principal crops raised on these two reserves were
oats and corn, a few acres being sown to wheat, rye,
and buckwheat. The hay crop consisted of clover and
other tame grasses. All of the Indian farmers raised
potatoes, and some had other garden vegetables. The
majority cultivated from 10 to 50 acres each, and two
had 110 and 130 acres, respectively, under cultivation.

Most farms were well supplied with work horses,
many had dairy cows, and a few had beef cattle also.
Among these farmers, chickens and swine were com-
monly raised.

Oneida reservation, now existing only in name, is sit-
uated. in the extreme east central part of Wisconsin, in
Brown and Outagamie counties. With the exception
of a small tract set apart for school purposes, the
entire area, 109 square miles, has been allotted. The
land is generally adapted to agriculture.

The Oneida (Iroquoian) were formerly a portion of
the Six Nations of New York, where they resided
before they were removed to Wisconsin. Their popu-
Jation in 1900 was 1,704, They have long been a self-
supporting, agricultural people, and all of them are
engaged in farming, their farms being well cultivated,
improved with good buildings, and well supplied with
implements and live stock. ,

Their principal crops were oats, wheat, and corn, i
the order named, while small quantities of rye, buck-
wheat, and barley were also raised. Nearly all planted
potatoes, but other garden vegetables were not reported.
A few have small orchards of apple, plum, and cherry
trees. The majority of Oneida farmers cultivated from
3 to 60 acres each, their proximity to several large cities
affording an excellent market for all farm products.
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The live stock of the Oneida consisted principally of
farm horses, of a good American grade, and dairy cows.
Chickens and swine were found on most farms.

- The reservations of Minnesota reporting agriculture

are Red Lake, White Earth, and Winnibigoshish. Red
Lake and White Earth have plenty of good agricul-
tural and grazing land. Many of the Indians have
made fair progress in farming, and a few raise consid-
erable live stock. The mixed bloods at White Earth
own farms, some of which are as large and as well
managed as those of their white neighbors, Winibi-
goshish has little cultivable land, but many of the Indians
raise small patches of potatoes among the timber.

The reservation Indians of Minnesota, with the
exception of a band of Sioux, are the Chippewa (Algon-
quian), of which there are a number of different bands,
They arve practically self-supporting, the aged and
infirm alone receiving aid from the Government. Those
bands which have little opportunity to cultivate the
soil, subsist on fish, game, wild rice, and berries. Log-
ging is carried on to a considerable extent, and they
also make large quantities of maple sugar.

Red Lake reservation, located in the northwestern
part of the state, in Red Lake and Beltrami counties,
comprises an area of 1,250 square miles. The land is
a rich prairie, dotted with groves of timber, and is well
adapted to agriculture. The abundant supply of water
and growth of blue joint grass provide a splendid oppor-
tunity for stock raising.

The Chippewa at Red Lake are the Red Lake and
Pembina bands, the total population of the reserve
being 1,450, During the last few years great progregs
has been made in agricultyre among these Indians, the
timber industry recently started near them having
created a market for grain, hay, and vegetables. As
a consequence, their acreage under cultivation has

greatly increased, and all activity along the line of
" civilized labor has received a decided stimulus. Fish
provide a large part of the subsistence of many of
these Indians, but they also make large quantities of
maple sugar, some farmers reporting from 400 to 800
pounds in the last census year. They are practically
self-supporting, rations being issued only to the old
and destitute, while annuity payments furnish but
10.0 per cent of their subsistence.

The Indian farmers raised small patches of corn,
oabs, potatoes, beans, and miscellaneous garden vegeta-
bles, and, in addition, cut considerable wild hay. The
acreage cultivated by the majority ranged from 3 to 10
acres each, while they cut from 5 to 40 acres each of
the wild prairie grass. The best farms lie along the
Red Lake River. Stock raising could be made a
most profitable adjunct to their present agricultural
operations.

White Earth reservation, embracing an area of 1,099
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square miles, is situated in the northwestérn part of
Minnesota, in Norman, Beltrami, and Becker counties.
The western portion of the reserve contains a large -
tract of volling prairie land, with a deep, rich soil,
which is very productive. There isalso an abundance
of wild meadow land, well watered by lakes and run-
ning streams. The eastern portion consists principally
of timber land.

The Chippewa here located were of the Mississippi,
Gull Lake, Pembina, Ottertail, and Pillager bands,
having an aggregate population of 8,486. These In-
dians have made good progress toward civilization.
Agriculture is their principal occupation, and the aére-
age under cultivation increases with each succeeding
year. The best farms are owned by the mixed bloods,
many of whom are practically civilized, while many of
the full bloods cultivate but small areas, and depend,
upon game, fish, wild rice, and berries for their sub-
sistence, They gather and sell large quantities of
snakeroot, blueberries, and cranberries in season, in
addition to making considerable maple sugar. The
White Barth Indians ave practically self-supporting,
rations furnishing but 2.0 pef cent of their subsistence,
and annuity payments but 2.0 per cent.

The principal crops of the farming class are wheat,
oats, and flax; but they also raise small quantities of
barley and corn. Flax is a favorite crop with these
Indians, and brings a good price. Hailstorms did con-
siderable damage to White Earth farmsin the census
year, several farmers having their entire crops of -
cerenls destroyed. They cut large areas of the wild
prairie grass, and some cultivated small patches of
potatoes and garden vegetables. The farms of many
of the mixed bloods compared favorably with those
operated by white farmers, having an acreage under
cultivation ranging from 75 to 355 acres each. Most
full bloods cultivated from 5 to 30 acres each. '

Stock raising is not carried on extensively, although
most farmers have a few cattle.

Winibigoshish reservation, located in Itasca county,
in the north central part of the state, containg an area
of 198 square miles, of which 22 square miles have been
allotted. The land is not suitable for agriculture; a
large portion of it bordering on the lake, and being
valuable principally for the timber.

The Winibigoshish Chippewa, like their neighbors,
the Leech Lake and Cass Lake bands, have little oppor-
tunity to carry on agriculture, but here and there among
the timber they have planted small patches of potatoes
and other vegetables. Fish, wild rice, and berries con-
stitute their principal food products. They gather and
market large quantities of blueberries, cranberries,
raspberries, and plums, and also make maple sugar.
The band is practically self-supporting, rations forming
but 5.0 per cent of their subsistence.
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The Sac and Fox reservation is located in Tama
county, in the east central part of Jowa. This tract is
a reserve only in name, as it is owned in fee by the
Indians and held in trust for them by the Secretary of
the Interior. The first purchase was made in 1859,
and from time to time subsequent purchases have been
made through their agents, until the present area com-
prises 4.5 square miles, The land consists of river and
creek bottoms with adjacent timbered bluffs. A large
partis bottom land of the Towa River, with a deep, black,

loam soil, very productive when properly cultivated. .

This band of the Sac and Fox (Algonquian stock)
has a population of 385. They are classed as among
the most conservative and nonprogressive Indians in
the United States. Although they have lived in the
midst of civilization for nearly half a century, yet,
on the whole, they may still be called ‘¢ blanket
Indians.” The state held jurisdiction over them until
1896, when the, United States assumed control of the
land. A few, more industrious than the vest, till the
soil, and are making good progress in agriculture, as
is clearly manifested by extensive purchases of modern
farming implements and machinery, and of a Detter
grade of horses, as well as by the care which they give
their live stock. Formerly all agricultural implements
were owned in common, but this system worked very
poorly, and now individual farmers are beginning to
supply themselves. Annuity payments still fornish
50.0 per cent of the tribal subsistence. The principal
crops were corn, wheat, and oats, while most farmers
had small gardens in which they raised potatoes, pump-
kins, sweet corn, and heans. A few raised tame grasses
and also cut the wild grass. In the census year the
majority of the Indian farmers cultivated from 5 to 80
acres each, the largest single area being 48 acres. These
small tracts were not allotments, yet the right of occu-
pation is recognized as long as individuals continue to
cultivate the land.

The live stock of the Sac and Fox consisted princi-
pally of ponies and work horses. Previous to 1898
their horses were allowed to range throughout the en-
tire winter without being supplied with food or shelter,
but they have since been induced to care for their ani-
mals during severe weather at least, and consequently
have a marketable surplus as contrasted with decreasing
numbers in former years.

North Dakota has four reservations: Devils Lake, Fort
Berthold, Standing Rock, and Turtle Mountain. The
larger portion of Standing Rock reservation lies in
South Dakota, but as the agency is located in North
Dakota, the reservation has been reported in that state.
Agriculture is very uncertain on these reserves on ac-
count of the hot winds and irregularity of rainfall dur-
ing the summer months. The land is best adapted to
stock raising. Fort Berthold and Standing Rock have

extensive ranges and hay lands, and this occupation
is receiving most attention where it ig practicable.
The census year was favorable for agriculture among
North Dakota Indians, and fair crops were raised on all
reservations.

Devils Lake reservation, embracing an area of 360.4
square miles, is situated in the northwestern part of
the state, in Benson and Eddy counties. The land is
high and rolling, adapted to mixed farming, especially
near the Cheyenne River and Devils Lalke, where it is
well watered. Hay lands are plentiful, while the river
and lake shores are sparsely timbered.

The Indians on thig reserve are the Assiniboin Cut-
head, Santee, Sisseton, Yankton, and Wahpeton Sioux,
all of Siouan stock, having a population in 1900 of
1,268. ' They are peaceable and law-abiding, and are,
moreover, hard working. Failures of crops have been
so frequent in recent years that many do not cultivate
the soil as extensively as they otherwise would. The
hay crop, however, is very extensive, and would sup-
port large herds of cattle. Government rations consti-
tute 25.0 per cent of their support.

Flax and wheat were the most extensive crops on
this reserve, oats, barley, and corn being raised to
gsome extent. Wild grasses furnished the entire sup-
ply of hay, the crop being larger than they could care
for with the implements, at hand. Nearly all Indian
farmers cultivated small areas of potatoes, and a num-
ber also raised beans and other garden vegetables.
The majority of the Indian farmers cultivated from 20
to 80 acres each. But few of them had any cattle,

Fort Berthold reservation is located in the west cen-
tral part of North Dakota on the Missouri River, and
comprises an area of 1,508 square miles. This coun-
try is well adapted to stock raising, the upland prai-
ries furnishing ample range throughout the year, and
the grasses being among the most nutritious grown
anywhere. On account of the hot, dry winds and ir-
regular rainfall, agriculture is too uncertain to be car-
ried on extensively, yet the land is fertile, and in sea-
sons of sufficient rainfall, produces good crops.

Three bands of Indians inhabit this reserve, the Axri-
kara (Caddoan), Grosventre, and Mandan, all of Siouan
stock, with a total population of 1,088. They have al-
ways been peaceable, and agriculture has been carried
on by them to some extent for many years. The ma-
jority areindustriousand anxiousto improve their condi-
tion. Those of the younger generation are progressing
steadily and manifest greater ambition to become self-
supporting. *Stock raising is their principal occupation,
but they cultivate the soil to some extent, although on
account of frequent droughts they seldom harvest more
than is required for home consumption. Government
rations still provide 60.0 per cent of their subsistence.

The three years preceding 1899 were so discouraging
that some Indians at Fort Berthold did not plant their
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usual crops in the census year, although that season
proved favorable. Of the cereals, wheat and corn
were raised most extensively, while many farmers also
sowed oats. Wild hay was cut in large quantities.
Nearly all bad several acres of potatoes under cultiva-
tion, in addition to small tracts of melons, onions, beans,
pease, cabbages, and other vegetables. The majority of
the farmers cultivated from 5 to 40 acres each, besides
cutting large areas of prairie grass. Stock raising is
growing in interest and importance, and will eventually
furnish the entire support of these people.

Standing Roek reservation, veported in North Da-
kota, lies within both of the Dalkotas, on the west
bank of the Missouri River, and contains an area
of 4,176 square miles, of which approximately three-
fifths is in South Dakota. The land is best adapted to
stock raising, or to mixed farming, the hay lands being
extensive and the wild grass very nutritious. Al-
though the soil is a deep, rich loam, general agriculture
is impracticable, as the hot winds of summer and the
irregular and insufficient rainfall often prevent the
maturing of crops. '

This reserve is the home of the Blackfeet, Hunkpapa,
and Lower and Upper Yanktonai bands of the Sioux,
numbering in all 3,866 in 1900. They have begun to
realize that their support must eventually come trom
their cattle, and they give them great care, stock raising
being even now their principal pursuit, although most
of them grow a few small crops in addition to cutting
large quantities of wild grass. The cereals planted each
year rarely yield more than the seed sown.

The season of 1899 was a favorable one on the Stand-
ing Rocl reservation, and the Indiany harvested consid-
erable corn and oats, individual acreages in these crops
heing very small, tsually from 2 to 10 acres. As
vegetables do well, nearly all farmers raised potatoes,
and many had small fields in melons, pumpkins, pease,
beans, and oniong, and a few grew sugar beets, which
are well adapted to the soil.  'Wild hay was, however,
their most important and extensive crop. The im-
proved acreage of the majority of the Indian farmers
ranged from 5 to 40 acres each.

Most Indian farmers have made a start in stock rais-
ing, while some already have considerable herds. Their
herds do not, however, increase rapidly, owing to the use
of a considerable number of animals each year for food.
For the most part, Indian ponies constitute their wealth
in horseflesh, although some have horses of better grade.

Turtle Mountain reservation, the home of the Turtle
Mountain Chippewa, is situated in Rolette county, in
the extreme north central part of the state, and contains
an area of 72 square miles. Liess than one-third of this
tract is cultivable, as lakes and timber land constitute a
large part, while the southern half is a rolling prairie,

whose surface is rough and stony, containing little good

farming land.  Crops are often a failure on account of
extreme drought,

This band of the Chippewa, (Algonquian), locally
called Turtle Mountain Chippewa, numhered 2,393,
only a small per cent being full bloods, while
some have more French Canadian than Indian blood.
They are energetic and industrious, having labored
faithfully to cultivate the soil, but innwmerable
failures of crops have proven discouraging and kept
them in poor circumstances. The timber supply i their
only resource when crops fail, and this is vapidly de-
creasing. The number of Indians is too large to find
subsistence on the reservation, and many have taken up
claims beyond the horders. Government rations con-
stitute but 25.0 per cent of the support of this hand.

The most extensive crop of the Turtle Mountain
Indians was wheat, but oats, barley, and flax were also
quite generally raised. Nearly all Indian farmers raised
potatoes, but no other vegetables were reported, The
season of 1899 was a favorable one, and all crops did
weéll. The majority of the Indian farmers cultivated
from 20 to 80 acres each. Nearly every farmer had a
few cattle in addition to his ponies and work horses,
some of the latter being of a good grade, but none of
them owned any considerable number of- range cattle,
or raised beef for the market.

South Dakota is the present home of a large portion
of the grent Sioux nation, all reservation tribes, who
with the exception of a band of Northern Cheyenne
(Algonquian) at Pine Ridge, are of Siouan stock. The
regerves within the State are: Cheyenne River, Crow
Cregk, Lower Brulé, Pine Ridge, and Rosebud.  Stock
raising, to which their lands are best adapted, is the prin-
cipal occupation of these Indians. The South Dakota
Sioux are still dependent upon Government rations for
at least one-half of their subsistence, although the issue
of rations is being gradually decreased. '

Cheyenne River veservation, having an area of 4,481
square miles, is located in the north central part of
South Dakota, the Missouri and Big Cheyenne rivers
forming its eastern and southern houndaries, respec-
tively. When used for grazing purposes the land
yields large returns, but it is not adapted to agriculture,
ns the rainfall is too light and irregular, and irrigation
is impracticable. ‘

The Indians at Cheyenne River number 2,357, and
consist of the Blackfeet, Miniconjou, Sans Aves, and
Two Kettle Sioux, these bands having intermarried to
such an extent that it would be impossible to report
them separately. Stock raising is their principal occu-
pation, and there is scarcely an Indian on the reserve
who does not own some ponies or cattle. The Indians
need instruction in the care of their stock, as they
usnally allow their animals to range throughout the
year withoust feed or attention, although many now put
up enough wild hay to fecd their stock during severe
weather,

All the live stock of the reservation was included in
one report, which showed a total of 82,181 head, valued
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at $668,830. Of the total 13,867 were Indian ponies
and horses, with a value of $234,250, while the re-
mainder consisted of range cattle. Many Indians now
own no stock but these ponies, the raising of which
brings little or no profit.

row Creek reservation is situated in the south cen-
tral part of South Dakota, on the east bank of the Mis-
souri River, in Buffalo, Hyde, and Hughes counties,
and containg an area of 446 square miles. The reserva-
tion is particularly adapted to stock raising, as there iy
good grazing throughout the year. Some efforts have
been made to till the soil, but the prevalent hot winds
and insufficient rainfall prevent a harvest.

The Indians at Crow Creek are bands of Lower Yank-
tonai, Lower Brulé, Miniconjou, and Two Kettle Sioux.
They have large herds of ponies and consider them of
more value than cattle. A few of the Indian farmers
succeeded in harvesting small crops of wheat and corn,
notwithstanding the poor season, but the majority had
nothing but small quantities of wild hay.

The Lower Brulé reservation comprises an avea of
787.5 square miles, and is situated in the south central
part of the state, in Liyman and Stanley counties, the
Missouri River separating it from Crow Creek reser-
vation. The land is not adapted to farming, and, al-
though repeated attempts have been made to cultivate
the soil, they have usually met with failuve. Stock
raising, however, can be carried on quite profitably.
The population of the reserve was 517, consisting of the
Lower Brulé and Lower Yanktonai, They are now anx-
ious to sell a portion of their reservation to the Gov-
ernment, in order to purchase cattle. They receive in
rations 60.0 per cent of their support, while annuity pay-
ments furnish 2.0 per cent more. In the censusyear a
few of the Indian farmers succeeded in raising a gmall
crop of corn, while others had only the wild hay, the ma-
jority cutting from 5 to 20 acres each.

Pine Ridge reservation is located in the southwestern
part of South Dakota, adjoining the Rosebud reservation
on the west, and contains an area of 4,930 square miles.

A band of Northern Cheyenne (Algonquian) and the
Brulé and Oglala Sioux residing at Pine Ridge, had a
population, in 1900, of 6,827. Stock raising is their
principal occupation, and the interest manifested in
this industry is rapidly increasing, many having alveady
become competent cattlemen. Recently an association
was formed to protect their brands, to exterminate
wolves, and for other mutual benefits. At several dis-
tricts on the reserve the Indians receive but 50.0 per
cent of their subsistence from Government rations,
while, at others, vractically their entire support ig
provided.

The only crops cultivated by the Indians during the
census year were potatoes, melons, and other garden
vegetables, although the mission school succeeded in
harvesting a small crop of corn. However, they cut
18,490 acres of wild grass, yielding one ton to the acre.
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They are well supplied with live stock, the total num-
ber being 61,880, with a value of $1,510,215. Of this
number 40,569 were range cattle, 20,434 were Indian
ponies, and 723 were dairy cows.

Rosebud reservation, embracing an area of 5,044
square miles, is situated in the extreme south centlal
part of South Dakota, the state line forming the south-
ern boundary. As is the case with all other South
Dalkota resevves, the land is better adapted to stock
raising than to agriculture, although, in some localities,
farming on a small scale can be pursued with favor-
able results,

The Indians at Rosebud are the Loafer, Miniconjou,
Northern Oglala, Two Kettle, Upper Brulé, and Wa-
zhazhe Sioux, numbering, in all, 5,201 in 1900. They
are making considerable progress in stock raising, with
the exception of the older Indians, who do not take
much interest in the industry. Some who are favorably
located also plant small crops of grain and vegetables.
Government rations constitute 70.0 per cent of their
subsistence.

Small patches of corn and wheat were harvested by
o few of the Indian farmers, the others having only
their crops of wild hay, of which the majority cut from
5 to 40 acres each. Most families have a small herd of
range cattle in addition to their horses and ponies
while some also possess dairy cows.

In Kansas the only veservations still intact are the
Kickapoo, Potawatomi, and Sac and Fox. The prod-
ucts of the Iown Indians, whose lands have been entirely
allotted, were reported with the Sac and Fox reserva-
tion. These tracts are situated in the midst of the corn
helt and contain much rich agrienltural land.

The Kansas Indians have made considerable progress
in civilized life, the homes of many comparing favor-
ably with those of their white neighbors, and they are
provided with cooking utensils, furniture, and other
modern conveniences. Agriculture and stock raising
are their principal occupations, With excellentland and
plenty of horses, wagons, and agricultural implements,
they haveevery inducement to become good farmers, but
in this respect they are making noadvancement aga class.
The system of allowing Indians to lease their lands is
accountable in a great meagure for theirlack of industry,
as their incomes from annuity payments and land rentals
allow many of them to livein idleness. Some of them,
however, have tilled the soil industriously and are stead-
ily incpeasing their acreage under cultivation.

Kickapoo reservation is located in the extreme north-
eastern part of Kansas, in Brown county, and contains an
area of 82 square miles, more than half of whichis allotted.
Practically all of the land is suitable for either agricul-
ture or grazing, although not so fertile as that of the
Sac and Fox.

The Kickapoo (Algonquian) in Kansas constitute but
a branch of that tribe, the remainder, called the Mexi-
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can Kickapoo, on account of their withdrawal into Mex-
ico during the Civil War, being now allotted in Okla-
homa. The population of the reserve was 566. Corn
and wild hay were the crops of the Kickapoo. A few
Indians had potatoes and other vegetables, but gardens
were not generally rveported. The majority of the
Indian farmers cultivated from 20 to 80 acres each.
Their live stock comprised a few work horses, mules, and
cattle, while some Indians owned dairy cows, but re-
ported neither butter nor milk. Annuity payments
constituted 85.0 per cent of their subsistence.

Potawatomi reservation is situated in the north-
eastern part of Kansas, in Jackson county, and contains
an arves of 121 square miles, the larger part of which
is allotted. One-half consists of creek bottoms and
sloping hillsides, with a rich soil suitable for cultiva-
tion, while the remainder is well adapted to grazing,
the native prairie grasses affording excellent pasturage.

The Potawatomi (Algonquian) on the reservation
are known as the Prairie band and numbered 1,011,
They are quite civilized and well to do, but since the
practice of leasing their lands was inaugurated very
few of them areindustrious. Annuity payments consti-
tute 75.0 per cent of theirsupport. The principal crops
of the Potawatomi were corn and hay, most of the
latter being made from fine native prairie grasses, while
a few raise alfalfa and other tame grasses. The acreage
cultivated by the majority of Indian farmers ranged
from 50 to 150 acres each.

The Potawatomi are well supplied with good horses,
cattle, swine, and: chickens. A few have large herds
of range cattle and derive an income from the sale of
live stock., Dairy cows are common among them and
the majority reported the production of milk.

The reserve of the Sac and Fox of the Missouri is
located in the extréme northeastern part of Kansas, in
Brown county, and extends into Nebraska. The total
area embraces 12 square miles, of which the greater
part isallotted. The former Iowa reservation, now com-
pletely allotted, adjoins that of the Sac and Fox, and
theagricultural statistics of the Jowa Indians have been
congolidated with those of the former. These two tracts
comprise a fine body of agricultural land which is very
productive, being situated in the midst of the corn belt.

The Sac and Fox of the Missouri (Algonguian) and
Towa, of Siouan stock, have been friends and neighbors
for many years. The total population on the two res-
arvations is 449, of which about three-fourths are
Indians, The majority have leased their lands and are
content to live on the income derived therefiom and
from annuity payments. Most of them are well
equipped with implements and farm machinery, while
many have comfortable homes. The Sac and Fox re-
ceive 55.0 per cent of their support from cash annuity;
the Iowa, 45.0 per cent.

Corn was the principal crop raised by these Indians,

although a few had wheat and oats. The larger number
had small vegetable gardens in connection with their
farms, as well as orchards of apple, plum, and cherry
trees, and a few vaised grapes. Their hay crop con.
sisted of both wild and tame grasses. All possessed
good American horses, while most of them had a small
number of cattle, in addition to swine and chickens,
Nearly all the Indians reported small sales of live stock,
and a few also reported milk and butter.

Fiveof the states of the North Central division, though
containing no Indian reservations u